
 

Updated 6/24/2022 1 Table of Contents 

  



 

Updated 6/24/2022 2 Table of Contents 

Table of Contents  

Who would I work with in Alumni Engagement? ......................................................................................... 3 

Mission Statements ...................................................................................................................................... 4 

Alumni Association Mission Statement .................................................................................................... 4 

Alumni Engagement Mission Statement .................................................................................................. 4 

University Mission Statement ................................................................................................................... 5 

University Vision Statement ..................................................................................................................... 5 

Alumni Networks Purpose & Goals ............................................................................................................... 5 

Alumni Engagement and University Commitment ................................................................................... 5 

What Makes a Successful Alumni Network? ................................................................................................ 6 

Priorities & Sample Activities ........................................................................................................................ 6 

Alumni Network Leadership ......................................................................................................................... 7 

Role of Alumni Engagement in Supporting a Network ................................................................................. 8 

Role of Network ............................................................................................................................................ 9 

Communications ....................................................................................................................................... 9 

Budget ....................................................................................................................................................... 9 

Social Media ................................................................................................................................................ 10 

Facebook: ................................................................................................................................................ 10 

Instagram: ............................................................................................................................................... 10 

LinkedIn: .................................................................................................................................................. 11 

Event Planning Timeline:............................................................................................................................. 12 

Frequently Asked Questions ....................................................................................................................... 13 

Confidentiality Agreement .......................................................................................................................... 14 

Volunteer Consent Form ............................................................................................................................. 15 

 
  



 

Updated 6/24/2022 3 Table of Contents 

Who would I work with in Alumni Engagement?  

 
[ƛƴŘǎŀȅ ±ŀƘƭ 5Ŝŀƴ ΩлсΣ aΦ{Φ Ω09 ς Senior Director  
Chicago, Black Colleagues Association, Latinx Alumni Network 
(309) 438-7380 
lmvahl@IllinoisState.edu 
 
{ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ 5ǳǉǳŜƴƴŜ ΩлпΣ aΦ{ΦΩмр ς Senior Director  
Springfield, Half Century Club, LGBTQA+, Redbird Prime, Sports Clubs, Student Affairs 
(309) 438-3815     
saduque@IllinoisState.edu 
 
Samantha Lowry ς Associate Director  
Central Illinois B.O.L.D., Peoria, Champaign-Urbana, Networks outside of Central Illinois  
(309) 438-4343  
smlowry@IllinoisState.edu  
 
WŀƳƛŜ {ŜƴƴŜǘǘ Ωфф ς Senior Director  
Alumni Band, Gamma Phi, academic-based networks 
(309) 438-8113 
jrsenne@IllinoisState.edu 
 
A complete list of Alumni Engagement staff is available on the website. 
 

Mailing Address: 
Alumni Engagement 
Campus Box 3100 
Normal, IL 61790-3100 
 
 
  

 
  

mailto:lmvahl@IllinoisState.edu
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https://alumni.illinoisstate.edu/contact/staff/


 

Updated 6/24/2022 4 Table of Contents 

Redbirds Across the Country 
Illinois State University has a powerful network. Our graduates are concentrated in the states of Illinois, 
California, Florida, Texas, Wisconsin, Indiana, Missouri, Arizona, Colorado, and Georgia. Many of our 
graduates are located throughout the state of Illinois. They are concentrated in the metropolitan areas 
of Chicago, Bloomington/Normal, Peoria, Springfield, Rockford, St. Louis/Metro East, Decatur, and 
Galesburg.  

 

Mission  Statements  

Alumni Association Mission Statement  

Adopted 1997 
  
The mission of the Illinois State University Alumni Association is to support the University through the 
knowledge, skills, financial resources, and loyalty of its alumni; to communicate and interpret the 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉromote a spirit of unity and loyalty among 
former students and friends. 
  
The Alumni Association motto is to serve, advise, advocate, and strengthen. 
 

Alumni Engagement Mission Statement  

Revised July 2005/Revised December 2018        
     
 To unite Redbirds to elevate the success of Illinois State University.  

https://alumni.illinoisstate.edu/images/HeatMapApril2021.jpg
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University Mission Statement  

Approved by the Academic Senate on February 6, 2002, and amended on May 7, 2008  
 
We at Illinois State University work as a diverse community of scholars with a commitment to fostering a 
small-college atmosphere with large-university opportunities. We promote the highest academic 
standards in our teaching, scholarship, public service, and the connections we build among them. We 
devote all our resources and energies to creating the most supportive and productive community 
possible to serve the citizens of Illinois and beyond. 
  

University Vision Statement  
From 9ŘǳŎŀǘŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘ 9ƭŜǾŀǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ CƛǊǎǘ tǳōƭƛŎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ нлму-2023 

Endorsed by Board of Trustees, February 2018 
 
Illinois State University, a first-choice public university, will be increasingly recognized as a national 
leader for educating high-achieving, motivated students who seek an individualized and transformative 
experience at an institution that: 

¶ Offers premier undergraduate and graduate programs that integrate traditional knowledge and 
methods with emerging ideas and innovations. 

¶ Generates knowledge through high-quality research, scholarship, and creative activities. 

¶ Supports student learning and development inside and outside of the classroom. 

¶ Serves the region, state, nation, and world through its commitments to responsible stewardship, 
meaningful civic engagement, cultural enrichment, and the development of global citizens. 

 

Alumni Networks Purpose &  Goals 

Alumni networks, whether meeting face to face or online, are a critical link between alumni and the 
University while providing opportunities for Illinois State alumni to maintain an active role in the life of 
the institution. Alumni networks are vital to the work of Illinois State. 

 
The purpose and goals of Illinois State University alumni networks are:  

1. To establish and maintain a closer connection between Illinois State University and its alumni 
and friends. 

2. ¢ƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 
3. To provide a variety of opportunities for Illinois State alumni to interact with each other while 

engaging with Illinois State in a meaningful way. 

Alumni Engagement and University Commitment  

To assist networks in fulfilling its purpose and goals, the members of the Alumni Engagement staff, 
Alumni Association Board of Directors, and the University community will: 

¶ Work in partnership with the network leaders to respect ideas and volunteer time by utilizing 
talents where needed. 

¶ Provide professional staff support and resource materials to assist volunteer leaders. 

¶ Inform network leaders of important issues and needs of the University. 

¶ Facilitate opportunities for representation on appropriate committees and boards. 

¶ Invite networks to appropriate University educational, governmental, cultural, or athletic 
events. 

https://strategicplan.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/Strategic-Plan-Educate-Connect-Elevate.pdf
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¶ Maintain historical records. 

¶ Arrange access to campus facilities for meetings and events. 

¶ Attend meetings and events as appropriate. 
  

What Makes a Successful Alumni Network?  

A successful alumni network is one that provides opportunities for Illinois State alumni to maintain an 
active role in the life of the University. The alumni network will provide programs to attract a diverse 
group of alumni while maintaining a meaningful connection to Illinois State. For a full list of Alumni 
Networks, click here. 
 
Alumni networks can be established based on a variety of factors, including: 

¶ Geographic concentration (Dallas area; Peoria, Phoenix area, etc.) 

¶ Ethnic affinity (Black Colleagues Association, Latinx Alumni Network) 

¶ Stage of life (young alumni, Redbird Prime) 

¶ Affinity with a specific school, department or major at Illinois State (for example, Agriculture 
majors or the School of Communication) 

¶ Affinity with a specific student organization (for example, Alumni Band, Gamma Phi Alumni, or 
Interdenominational Youth Choir) 

¶ Professional industry (educators, attorneys, etc.) 
 

Prio rities  & Sample Activities   

Plan and implement events to facilitate networking, meaningful engagement, and accomplish one or a 
combination of the following priorities. Provide alumni time to connect and exchange contact 
information at each event. Please note, it is not necessary nor expected that a network will cover all the 
purposes each year. 
 

¶ Family focused Events 
o Host family friendly events where children of all ages are welcome to attend. 
o Participate in the annual Homecoming Parade and other festivities, local zoo, waterpark, 

botanical gardens. 
o Illinois State has a formal Legacy program. 

¶ Social Events 
o Host an informal gathering for alumni to socialize.  
o Pair an alumni reception highlighting related alumni or campus accomplishments with 

unique venue: museum, theatre, walking tour. 

¶ Athletic Events 
o Celebrate the success of Redbird Athletics! Organize a gathering  to watch a televised 

Redbird sport ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōŀǊΣ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ  
o Find a favorite Redbird team via Athletics website to watch in your local geographic area 

or plan a trip to Normal, IL and watch game together in person.  
o Support an Illinois based team (Cubs, Bulls, etc.) when traveling to geographic area. 

¶ Personal & Professional development 
o Volunteer with important Illinois State programs on campus. 

Á Homecoming, Move-in Weekend, Commencement, and many others.  

https://alumni.illinoisstate.edu/networks/
https://alumni.illinoisstate.edu/legacy/
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o Volunteer to support community, #RedbirdImpact month is celebrated annually in June.  
Á Food pantry, blood-drive, animal shelter, voter registration, advocacy.  

o Invite faculty/staff or alumni to be a keynote speaker on a particular topic of interest for 
those in a particular field, industry, or company.  
Á Financial planning, home buying, gardening, painting/art.  

o Share expertise by speaking to class or student organization  

¶ Other ideas include: 
o Tell your Illinois State story and share Redbird pride to inspire future Redbirds.  
o Learn more about the University Metrics of Excellence.  
o Make phone calls or attend recruitment events to encourage students to attend Illinois 

State. 
o Collaborate with a current student organization or another network. 
o Promote current student interaction with alumni. Invite current student leaders to 

attend events or join in networking conversations. 
o Support student scholarships, academic programs, or other University initiatives. 

Á Birds Give Back, crowdfunding initiatives, Alumni Association scholarships  
o Help document events by taking photos and sending highlights to keep social pages up 

to date. 
o Keep other alumni informed. Help promote events, programs, and points of pride at 

Illinois State through word of mouth or social media.  
o Support network social media. Reggie is extremely popular on Facebook and Twitter ς 

Reggie always loves adding new friends!  
o Pass along the Ψ̧ ƻǳΩǾŜ .ŜŜƴ {ǇƻǘǘŜŘΩ cards to identify yourself as an Illinois State 

volunteer and encourage others to connect with you or the University for future 
involvement opportunities. 

 

 
 

Alumni Network Leadership  

Serve as a network leader and become an ambassador of Illinois State University for Redbird alumni 
and/or student interns who are new to your region. It will involve welcoming new Redbirds to the 
community. You may be asked to provide suggestions for neighborhoods to live in, input on schools, 
recommendations for local involvement, etc. 

 

https://alumni.illinoisstate.edu/connect/classnotes/
https://illinoisstate.edu/points-of-pride/
https://alumni.illinoisstate.edu/students/scholarships/

















