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Who would | work with in Alumni Engagement?

[ AYR&l & I Kf®Ig SenigiDirectoc = a ®{ @
Chicago, Black Colleagu&ssociation, Latinx Alumni Network
(309) 4387380

Imvahl@lllinoisState.edu

{ GSLKIYAS 5dzlj dz§Feyi@ DiRaton = a ®{ ®Qmp

Springfield, Half Century Club, LGBTQA+, Redbird Prime, Sports Clubs, Saident Aff
(309) 4383815

saduque@lllinoisState.edu

Samantha Lowry, Associate Director

Central lllinois B.O.L.D., Peoria, Champaldmana, Networks outside @entral Illinois
(309) 4384343

smlowry@lIllinoisState.edu

WI YA S { Sosy¢nbiiDitectd® o i

Alumni Band, Gamma Phicademiebased networks
(309) 4388113

irsenne@IlllinoisState.edu

A complete list oAlumni Engagement staff available on the website.

Mailing Address:
AlumniEngagement
Campus Box 3100
Normal, IL 61793100

Updated 6/24/2022 3 Table of Contents



mailto:lmvahl@IllinoisState.edu
mailto:saduque@IllinoisState.edu
mailto:saduque@IllinoisState.edu
mailto:smlowry@IllinoisState.edu
mailto:jrsenne@IllinoisState.edu
https://alumni.illinoisstate.edu/contact/staff/

Redbirds Across the Country

lllinois State University has a powerful network. Our graduates are concentrated in the states of lllinois,
California, Florida, Texas, Wisconsin, Indiana, Missouri, Arizona, Colorado, and Georgia. Many of our
graduates are located throughout the statelthihois. They are concentrated in the metropolitan areas

of Chicago, Bloomington/Normal, Peoria, Springfield, Rockford, St. Louis/Metro East, Decatur, and
Galesburg.
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Mission Statements

Alumni Association Mission Statement
Adopted 1997

Themission of the lllinois State University Alumni Association is to support the University through the
knowledge, skills, financial resources, and loyalty of its alumni; to communicate and interpret the
''YAOGSNBAGEQA 3J2Ff & | yR romOtk & spih Sf ity aindiloyaltgamang K S NBA T
former students and friends.

The Alumni Association motto is to serve, advise, advocate, and strengthen.

Alumni Engagement Mission Statement

Revised July 2005/Revised December 2018

To unite Redbirsl to elevate the success of lllinois State University.
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University Mission Statement
Approved by the Academic Senate on February 6, 2002, and amended on May 7, 2008

We at lllinois State University work as a diverse community of scholars wiiminitment to fostering a
smallcollege atmosphere with largeniversity opportunities. We promote the highest academic
standards in our teaching, scholarship, public service, and the connections we build among them. We
devote all our resources and energito creating the most supportive and productive community
possible to serve the citizens of Illinois and beyond.

University Vision Statement X i X i
From9 RdzOI 4GS / 2yySOiG 9ftS@FriSYy ¢KS { NI G2ZBAO ttly
Endorsed by Board of Trustees, February 2018

lllinois State University, a firshoice public university, will be increasingly recognized as a national
leader fa educating higkachieving, motivated students who seek an individualized and transformative
experience at an institution that:
9 Offers premier undergraduate and graduate programs that integrate traditional knowledge and
methods with emerging ideas arghovations
1 Generates knowledge through higjuality research, scholarship, and creative activities
1 Supports student learning and development inside and outside of the classroom
1 Serves the region, state, nation, and world througtcasnmitments to responsible stewardship,
meaningful civic engagement, cultural enrichment, and the development of global citizens

Alumni Networks Purpose & Goals

Alumni networkswhethermeetingface to face or onlinaarea critical link between alumnina the
University while providing opportunities for Illinois State alumni to maintain an active role in the life of
the institution. Alumni networks are vital to the work of lllinois State.

The purposend goalf lllinois State Universitglumni networksare:
1. To estabkh and maintain a closer connectibetween lllinois State University and its alumni
and friends.
2.¢2 T R@OFryOS GKS AyuSNBada yR gStFINB 2F GKS
3. To provide a variety afpportunities for lllinois State alumni to interact with each other while
engaging with lllinois State in a meaningful way.

Alumni Engagement and University Commitment

To assist networks in fulfilling its purpose and goals, the members of the Altngagement staff,
Alumni Association Board of Directors, and the University community will:
1 Work in partnership with the network leaders to respect ideas and volunteer time by utilizing
talents where needed
Provide professional staff support and resounsaterials to assist volunteer leaders
Inform network leaders of important issues and needs of the University
Facilitate opportunities for representation on appropriate committees and boards
Invite networks to appropriate University educational, govermtad, cultural, or athletic
events

=A =4 =4 =4
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1 Maintain historical records
9 Arrange access to campus facilities for meetings and events
9 Attend meetings and events as appropriate

What Makes a Successful Alumni Network?

A successfudlumni network is one thaprovides opportunities for lllinois State alumni to maintain an
active role in the life of th&niversity Thealumninetwork will provide programsa attract a diverse
group of alumni while maintaining a meaningéainnection to Illinois Statd-or a full list of Alumni
Networks,click here

Alumni networks can bestablished based oa variety of factorsincluding:

1 Geographic concentratio(Dallas area; Peoria, Phoenix area, etc.)

T Ethnic affinity (Black Colleagues Association, Latinx Alumni Network)

1 Stage of life (young alumni, Redbird Prime)

T Affinity with a specific school, department or major at lllinois State (for example, Agriculture
majors or the School of Communication)

1 Affinity with a specific student organization (for example, Alumni Band, Gamma Phi Alumni, or
Interdenominational Youth Choir

1 Professionaindustry(educators, attorneys, etc.)

Priorities & Sample Activities

Plan andmplementevents to facilitate networking, meaningful engagement, andomplistone ora
combination of the followingpriorities. Provide alumni time to connect and exchange contact
information at each evenPlease notgt is not necessamor expectedhat a network will cover all the
purposesach year

i Familyfocused Events
o Host family friendly events where children of all ages are welcome to attend.
o Participate in the annual Homecoming Parade and oféstivities local zoo, waterpark,
botanical gardens.
o lllinois State has a formal Legacy program
1 Social Events
0 Host an informagatheringfor alumni to socialize.
o Pair amalumnireception highlighting related alumni or campus accomplishmueuitts
unique venue: museum, theatre, walking tour.
9 Athletic Events
0 Celebrate the success of Redbéitthletics! Organize a gathering to watch a televised
Redbirdsportk & | £ 20Ff oF NE NBAaAGFdNI yiGs 2N az2y
o Find a favorite Redbird team via Athletics website to watch in your local geographic area
or plan a trip to Normal, IL and watch game togethmeperson.
0 Support an lllinois based team (Cubs, Bulls, etc.) wizmelingto geographiarea.
1 Personal& Professionadevelopment
0 Volunteer with important lllinois State programs on campus
A Homecoming, Movén Weekend, Commencement, and many others.
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0 Volunteerto support community#Redbirdimpactonthis celebrated annually in June
A Food pantry, bloodirive, animal shelter, voter registration, advocacy.
o Invite faculty/staff or alumni to ba keynote speaker on a particular topic of interest for
those in a particular field, industry, or company.
A Financial planning, home buying, gardening, painting/art.
0 Share expertise by speaking to class or student organization
Y Other ideasinclude:
0 Tell your lllinois State stognd shareRedbird pride to inspiréuture Redbirds.
0 Learn more about th&niversity Metics of Excellence
0 Make phone calls or attend recruitment events to encourage students to attend lllinois
State.
Collaborate with a current student organization or another network.
o Promotecurrent student interactiorwith alumni Invite currentstudent leaders to
attend events or join in networking conversations.
0 Support studentscholarshipsacademic programsyother University initiatives
A Birds Give Back, crowdfunding initiativeéymni Association scholarships
0 Help document events by taking photos and sending highlights to keep socialygages
to date.
o0 Keep other alumni informed. Help promote events, programs, @oidts of prideat
lllinois State throughvord of mouth or social media.
0 Support network social medi&egge is extremely popular on Facebook and Twitier
Reggie always loves adding newrids!
o Passalongth® 2 dzZQ@S . SBaxbs t§ itéatily ydBiiRelf as an lllinois State
volunteer and encourage others to connect with you or the University for future
involvement opportunities.

o

Show your Redbird Pride by wearing this pin courtesy
of the lllinois State University Alumni Association.

Spotted by your fello
Phone/email
Contact me if you're interested in connecting with lllinois State alumni i

Alumni Network Leadership

Serve as a netwolkader and become an ambassador of Illinois State University for Redbird alumni
and/or student interns who are new to your region. It will involve welcoming new Redbirds to the
community. You may be asked to provide suggestions for neighborhoods to, limpubon schools,
recommendations for local involvement, etc.
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